
Specification Links taught in Year 9 PSHE 

 

Covering areas in Living in the wider world, Relationships and sex and Health and wellbeing. 

• that there are different types of committed, stable relationships. 
• how these relationships might contribute to human happiness and their importance for 

bringing up children 

• what marriage is, including their legal status e.g. that marriage carries legal rights and 
protections not available to couples who are cohabiting or who have married, for example, in 
an unregistered religious ceremony 

• the roles and responsibilities of parents with respect to raising of children, including the 
characteristics of successful parenting 

• how to: determine whether other children, adults or sources of information are trustworthy: 
judge when a family, friend, intimate or other relationship is unsafe (and to recognise this in 
others’ relationships); and, how to seek help or advice, including reporting concerns about 
others, if needed 

• the characteristics of positive and healthy friendships (in all contexts, including online) 
including: trust, respect, honesty, kindness, generosity, boundaries, privacy, consent and the 
management of conflict, reconciliation and ending relationships. This includes different (non-
sexual) types of relationship. 

• practical steps they can take in a range of different contexts to improve or support respectful 
relationships 

• not to provide material to others that they would not want shared further and not to share 
personal material which is sent to them online. 

• what to do and where to get support to report material or manage issues online. 

• the impact of viewing harmful content 

• that specifically sexually explicit material e.g. pornography presents a distorted picture of 
sexual behaviours, can damage the way people see themselves in relation to others and 
negatively affect how they behave towards sexual partners. 

• that sharing and viewing indecent images of children (including those created by children) is a 
criminal offence which carries severe penalties including jail. 

• the concepts of, and laws relating to, sexual consent, sexual exploitation, abuse, grooming, 
coercion, harassment, rape, domestic abuse and how these can affect current and future 
relationships. 

• how people can actively communicate and recognise consent from others, including sexual 
consent, and how and when consent can be withdrawn (in all contexts, including online). 

• how to recognise the characteristics and positive aspects of healthy one-to-one intimate 
relationships, which include mutual respect, consent, loyalty, trust, shared interests and 
outlook, sex and friendship. 

• that all aspects of health can be affected by choices they make in sex and relationships, 
positively or negatively, e.g. physical, emotional, mental, sexual and reproductive health and 
wellbeing. 



• that there are a range of strategies for identifying and managing sexual pressure, including 
understanding peer pressure, resisting pressure and not pressurising others. 

• the facts about reproductive health, including fertility, and the potential impact of lifestyle on 
fertility for men and women. 

• that there are a range of strategies for identifying and managing sexual pressure, including 
understanding peer pressure, resisting pressure and not pressurising others. 

• that they have a choice to delay sex or to enjoy intimacy without sex 

• the facts about the full range of contraceptive choices, efficacy and options available 

• that there are choices in relation to pregnancy (with medically and legally accurate, impartial 
information on all options, including keeping the baby, adoption, abortion and where to get 
further help) 

• how the use of alcohol and drugs can lead to risky sexual behaviour 

• how to get further advice, including how and where to access confidential sexual and 
reproductive health advice and treatment. 

• the similarities and differences between the online world and the physical world, including: the 
risks related to online gambling including the accumulation of debt, how advertising and 
information is targeted at them and how to be a discerning consumer of information online. 

• the facts about legal and illegal drugs and their associated risks, including the link between 
drug use, and the associated risks, including the link to serious mental health conditions. 

• the law relating to the supply and possession of illegal substances 

• the physical and psychological risks associated with alcohol consumption and what 
constitutes low risk alcohol consumption in adulthood. 

• the physical and psychological consequences of addiction, including alcohol dependency. 

• awareness of the dangers of drugs which are prescribed but still present serious health risks. 

• the facts about the harms from smoking tobacco (particularly the link to lung cancer), the 
benefits of quitting and how to access support to do so 

 


