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Our role as educators means that we are the people who offer powerful and shared
knowledge to young people. That knowledge comes from centuries of learning and
exploration and is powerful because it enables young people to interpret their world:
it is shared, because all our students should be exposed to it.  But what if our
students do not see themselves and their ancestors as included in that world? What
if they cannot recognise or relate to the information being shared? If knowledge is
powerful when shared, knowledge that is relevant when shared must surely be
empowering. 

The key theoretical underpinning of an inclusive curriculum is that we all participate
in each other’s learning, and that includes teachers learning from, and listening to
their students. In this update to our Change@CCHS initiative we explore in depth
what an inclusive curriculum looks like, and how we have engaged our students in
what has been a truly collaborative process. 

The references made to the Offensive Language Policies for English and History can
be found attached and on our website.

Mrs Ledwidge, Deputy Headteacher and Change Project Leader

The following provides an overview of curriculum updates in English, Geography,
History and RS, as of January 2022.  To receive feedback on the changes made, as
well as to receive ideas for further changes that could be incorporated in the future,
this document was shared with all CCHS students and then discussed during
Student Voice and Sixth Form Council meetings.

Miss Pocock, School Development Leader and Subject Leader for Geography
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ENGLISH
Novel studied: Either Noughts and Crosses (directly addressing
racism) or Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (directly addressing anti-
Semitism).
The Year 7 Poetry unit has been rewritten with the majority of
poems featured, being written by writers of colour.
The Shakespeare unit features performances by diverse actors
used to demonstrate monologues in action on stage. 

Year 7

 
 

Our ‘Many Voices’ unit has replaced ‘Texts from Different
Cultures’ and has been developed over the last two years:
this unit focuses mostly on poetry (although there is
some prose), all from writers of colour. It is now
prioritised as the first unit studied and explicitly explores
‘decolonisation’ as a concept. Authors and poets studied
include Maya Angelou and John Agard. Texts studied
include Unknown Girl (by Moniza Alvi) and Small Island
(by Andrea Levy).
The Chaucer unit now delves into the background and
etymology of the English Language.
Travel writing unit: this by nature explores
representations of place through language.

Year 8

 
 

War poetry unit: now includes a celebration of non-white
soldiers (but, despite extensive research, the scope for
including non-white authors / poets from this era is quite
limited). 
·Mr Carter has worked with our Year 10 Diversity Prefects
who signed off on a protocol which outlines how and why
books featuring offensive language are studied.
Novels studied: Of Mice and Men or Lord of the Flies (both
mentioned explicitly in the Policy for Offensive Language).
The protocol agreed by the Diversity Prefects addresses
explicitly how and why these texts will be taught. In
addition, there are opportunities through the study of these
texts to discuss ideas by leading writers e.g., Renni Eddo-
Lodge. 
 

Year 9

 



English Language course: where possible, extracts from non-white writers are studied
(the Department has created their own resources to overcome the limitations put in
place by the examination board).
English Literature: where possible, writers of a diverse ethnic background are studied in
the unseen poetry unit.

Year 10 and 11 (GCSE)

 

Anthology: this is set by the examining board and focuses primarily on white poets; very
limited perspectives explored. Mr Carter has gone beyond the limitations of the
specification by adding to the anthology with more diverse and more modern writers –
students are made aware that this is beyond the examination requirements /
specification. Every poem studied is accompanied by an additional poem by a writer of
colour.
Shakespeare: Othello is studied in Year 12 which opens up the discussion regarding
white voices speaking about racism and representations of characters of colour.
The Cambridge Companion to Race in Shakespeare is now used in Year 12 – this is a very
recently published text responding to the play with up-to-date criticism. 

Year 12 and 13 (A level)

The play A Streetcar Named Desire
contains racist language; in teaching
this unit Miss Harrison carefully flags
up the language ahead of study and its
use is discussed. The language is then
not vocalised in lessons.
Extra-curricular opportunities for
celebrating diversity are also looked
for e.g., a recent English lecture in our
lecture series on Chinua Achebe and
postcolonial theory delivered live from
Spain by Dr Terri Ochiagha of RHUL. 

C H A N G E @ C C H S :  C U R R I C U L U M  U P D A T E M A R C H  2 0 2 2



A N Y  C I T Y  S C H O O L  P U B L I S H I N G

GEOGRAPHY
The use of language in Geography is always carefully considered and discussed with our
students e.g., references to indigenous communities and to High-Income Countries (HIC) /
Mid-Income Countries (MIC) / Low-Income Countries (LIC) (rather than out-dated terms
such as Most Developed Countries (MEDC)/Less Developed Countries (LEDC) or worse
Third World / First World). These discussions are held with all students to ensure we are
using inclusive language in class and within our written work.

N e w  s c h e m e s  o f  w o r k  i n  Y e a r  7  ( ‘ O u r  P l a c e  i n  t h e  W o r l d ’  a n d
‘ G e t t i n g  t o  K n o w  O u r  C o n t i n e n t ’ )  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o
e n c o u r a g e  g r e a t e r  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  w o r l d  i s
r e p r e s e n t e d  ( m a p  p r o j e c t i o n s  a n d  p u r p o s e )  a n d  h o w  t h e  w o r l d  i s
c l a s s i f i e d  ( e . g .  t h e  i s s u e s  w i t h  u s i n g  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s  s u c h  a s
‘ h i g h e r  i n c o m e ’  a n d  ‘ l o w e r  i n c o m e ’  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  d i f f e r e n t
c o u n t r i e s ) .  T h e s e  u n i t s  a l s o  l o o k  a t  k e y  c o n c e p t s  s u c h  a s
‘ d e v e l o p m e n t ’ ,  u s i n g  H a i t i  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  l o n g - t e r m
i m p a c t s  o f  c o l o n i s a t i o n .
W e  a r e  m o v i n g  a w a y  f r o m  c o n t i n e n t - f o c u s e d  u n i t s  o f  s t u d y  ( e . g . ,
‘ E x p l o r i n g  A f r i c a ’  o r  ‘ E x p l o r i n g  A s i a ’ )  t o  t h e m a t i c  u n i t s  o f  s t u d y
b a s e d  o n  l i n e s  o f  l a t i t u d e  ( e . g . ,  ‘ T h e  T r o p i c s ’ )  t o  e n c o u r a g e  m o r e
c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n
p l a c e s  a n d  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e s e ,  w h i l s t  a l s o  l e a r n i n g
a b o u t  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  a n d  s o c i e t i e s .

K e y  S t a g e  3

C H A N G E @ C C H S :  C U R R I C U L U M  U P D A T E M A R C H  2 0 2 2



W h e r e  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  a l l o w s ,  w e  c h o o s e  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  c a s e
s t u d i e s  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  o u r  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e . g . ,  a t
G C S E  –  B r a z i l ,  C h i n a ,  N e p a l ,  a n d  N i g e r i a ,  a n d  a t  A  L e v e l  –
B a n g l a d e s h ,  C a m e r o o n ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a n d  U g a n d a .
E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e s  u s  t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e
s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o
d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  p h e n o m e n a  ( e . g .  t h o s e  f a c t o r s
i n f l u e n c i n g  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h c a r e ) ,  w e  g o  b e y o n d  t h e
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t o  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  ( e . g .  t h e  r o l e
o f  c o l o n i a l i s m  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  h e a l t h c a r e  s e r v i c e s
i n  U g a n d a ) .

K e y  S t a g e  4  a n d  5  ( G C S E  a n d  A  L e v e l )
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N e w  s c h e m e  o f  w o r k :  i n c l u d e s  ‘ m e a n w h i l e ,  e l s e w h e r e … ’   /
‘ m e a n w h i l e ,  s h e … ’  h o m e w o r k  t a s k s  t o  e n a b l e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
h i s t o r i e s  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  /  f e m a l e  h i s t o r i e s .  T h e r e
a r e  a l s o  n e w  u n i t s  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  S i l k  R o a d  a n d  M e d i e v a l
A f r i c a n  C i v i l i s a t i o n s  ( M a l i  a n d  B e n i n  a r e  t h e  f o c u s  f o r  t h i s ) .
W i t h i n  u n i t s  f o c u s i n g  o n  R o m a n  B r i t a i n  a n d  T u d o r  B r i t a i n ,  B l a c k
R o m a n s  a n d  B l a c k  /  g a y  T u d o r s  a r e  s t u d i e d  ( a n d  t h e r e  i s
d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e  a b o u t  w h y  p e o p l e  a r e  u n a w a r e  t h a t  b l a c k
c o m m u n i t i e s  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  R o m a n  /  T u d o r  t i m e s ) .
T h e  r o l e  o f  q u e e n s  w i t h i n  m e d i e v a l  h i s t o r y  i s  n o w  e x p l i c i t l y
e x p l o r e d .
W i t h i n  t h e s e  s c h e m e s  o f  w o r k ,  t h e  e a r l y  m o d e r n  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f
m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  c a l l e d  o u t  a n d  d i s c u s s e d .

N e w  f o r  2 0 2 1 :  t w e a k s  m a d e  t o  e x i s t i n g  s c h e m e s  o f  w o r k  t o
i n c l u d e  1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  m i n o r i t y  B r i t i s h  e x p e r i e n c e s
( l i n k i n g  t o  t o l e r a n c e ) ;  d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  r o l e s  o f  e n s l a v e d  p e o p l e
w i t h i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  S l a v e  T r a d e  u n i t ;  a n d  t h e  M o g h u l  E m p i r e  ( a s
p a r t  o f  t h e  I n d i a  u n i t ) .  T h e  s o - c a l l e d  ‘ s c r a m b l e  f o r  A f r i c a ’  i s  a l s o
e x p l o r e d .
N e w  f o r  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2 :  p l a n s  t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  t h e  f o c u s  o n
B e n i n  s t a r t e d  i n  Y e a r  7 ,  a n d  t o  a l s o  e x p l o r e  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
d e m o c r a c y .

U p d a t e d  s c h e m e s  o f  w o r k :  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  E m p i r e  s o l d i e r s  i n  W W I
a n d  W W I I ;  t h e  A f r i c a  u n i t  n o w  i n c l u d e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e
d e c o l o n i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  /  n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m  i n  B e n i n  a n d  N i g e r i a ;
a n d  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t e r  f o c u s  o n  m i g r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h .
T h e  f o c u s  o n  U S  c i v i l  r i g h t s  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e
U K  c i v i l  r i g h t s  ( b o t h  b l a c k  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a n d  L G B T Q + ) .
F r o m  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3 ,  s t u d y  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  b e
i n t r o d u c e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  C o l d  W a r  a n d  T h e  T r o u b l e s .

Y e a r  7

Y e a r  8

Y e a r  9  

HISTORY
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K e y  S t a g e  4  ( G C S E )
O f f - s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t o p i c s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n c l u d e  o w i n g  t o  t i m e -
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t - h e a v y  c o u r s e .

K e y  S t a g e  5  ( A  L e v e l )
B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  u n i t  n o w  t a u g h t  –  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  m o v e
a w a y  f r o m  t e x t b o o k  e x a m p l e s  t o  p r o v i d e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  
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H  2 0 2 2

RELIGIOUS STUDIES/PHILOSOPHY
AND ETHICS

“ T h e  t e a c h i n g  m u s t  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  G r e a t
B r i t a i n  a r e ,  i n  t h e  m a i n ,  C h r i s t i a n  w h i l s t  t a k i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l  r e l i g i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ”
“ P u p i l s  m u s t  s p e n d  t i m e  s t u d y i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e l i g i o n s
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  ( C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  B u d d h i s m ,  H i n d u i s m ,
I s l a m ,  J u d a i s m  a n d  S i k h i s m )  a n d  s e c u l a r  w o r l d  v i e w s ,  s u c h  a s
H u m a n i s m .  I t  i s  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o v e r  a l l
r e l i g i o n s  i n  e q u a l  d e p t h ”

T h e  s i x  m a j o r  w o r l d  f a i t h s  a r e  s t u d i e d  ( a  g e n e r a l  a p p r o a c h  i s
t a k e n  t o  g i v e  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  k e y  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  b e l i e f s  o f  e a c h
f a i t h  –  a s  s u c h ,  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  f a i t h - b a s e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a r e  n o t
e x p l o r e d  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ) .

T h e  ‘ R i g h t s  a n d  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ’  u n i t  e n a b l e s  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
d i v e r s i t y  i s s u e s  e . g . ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .
T h e  I s l a m  u n i t  i n c l u d e s  a  f o c u s  o n  d e b u n k i n g  m y t h s  a n d
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  I s l a m  /  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t i e s .

N e w  R e l i g i o u s  M o v e m e n t s  u n i t  –  b y  n a t u r e  t h i s  c o n s i d e r s  m o r e
m o d e r n  r e l i g i o n s  /  f a i t h s  a n d  a l l o w s  f o r  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  f a i t h s  a n d
c u l t u r e s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  s t u d i e d .
T h e r e  i s  s c o p e  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  m o d e r n  /  c u r r e n t  i s s u e s
r e l a t i n g  t o  e q u a l i t y  a n d  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  I n s p i r a t i o n a l  P e o p l e  u n i t  t o
i n c l u d e  m o r e  c u r r e n t  ( a n d  d i v e r s e )  e x a m p l e s .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a t  K e y  S t a g e  3 ,  t h e  R S  c u r r i c u l u m  i s
s h a p e d  b y  t h e  E s s e x  A g r e e d  S y l l a b u s  f o r  R E  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t :

T h e  R S  D e p a r t m e n t  w e a v e  d i v e r s i t y - t h e m e s  i n t o  a l l  s c h e m e s  o f  w o r k
b o t h  e x p l i c i t l y  a n d  i m p l i c i t l y .  

Y e a r  7

Y e a r  8

Y e a r  9
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T h i s  i s  a  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s - t h e m e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  ( i n t r o d u c e d  a s
a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  R S  G C S E )  w h i c h  a l l o w s  m o r e  s c o p e  f o r
e x p l o r i n g  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  v i a  a n
i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o j e c t .

L e s s o n  c o n t e n t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  M r s  O n u e g b o  a n d  M r s  H i l l  d o  p r o v i d e  w i d e r
r e a d i n g  f r o m  a  m o r e  d i v e r s e  s e t  o f  t h i n k e r s  ( t o  e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s
t o  s t u d y  b e y o n d  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  ‘ w h i t e ,  m a l e ’  p e r s p e c t i v e s
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ) .

K e y  S t a g e  4  –  H i g h e r  P r o j e c t  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  ( H P Q )

K e y  S t a g e  4  a n d  5  ( G C S E  a n d  A  L e v e l )
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