
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AS & A2 

Philosophy of Religion & Ethics 



Summary of scheme of assessment 
 

The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) consists of two units: 
• one unit assessed by written examination (Unit 1) with a total examination time of 1 hour 
  45 minutes 
• one enquiry based unit (Unit 2), where students choose a topic out of a choice of seven to 
research. Students will then sit an external examination of 1 hour 15 mins, where they will answer 
the question related to their researched topic only. 
 
The A2 consists of a further two units: 
• two units (Unit 3 and Unit 4) assessed by written examinations with a total examination 
  time of 3 hours. The first is similar to the AS examination (1 hour 45 minutes); the second paper 
is based on an extract from seen anthology 
 
The AS and A2 each constitute 50% of the total assessment of the Advanced GCE in Religious 
Studies. It is expected that the AS units will normally be assessed at the end of the first year of a 
two year course. Separate certification for AS will be available for those who do not go on to take 
the full Advanced GCE. 

 
Unit 1: Foundations 

 
This unit explores the foundations of Philosophy of Religion and Ethics. Students must answer 
THREE questions from a choice of EIGHTEEN.  

 
Philosophy of Religion 

 
1 A study of philosophical arguments about the existence of God: 

• Design — key ideas, strengths and weaknesses 
• Cosmological — key ideas, strengths and weaknesses. 
 

2 A study of selected problems in the philosophy of religion: 
• Problems of evil and suffering, different types of problems and solutions 
• A study of philosophical debates about miracles: concepts of miracle; reasons to 
  believe in miracles; philosophical problems with reference to Hume. 
 

Ethics 
 
1 A study of ethical concepts: 

• The relationship between religion and morality 
• Utilitarianism 
• Situation ethics. 
 

2 A study of ethical dilemmas: 
• Issues of war and peace 
• Sexual ethics. 
 

Unit 2: Investigations 
 
This unit has an enquiry-based approach where students are invited to research one of the 
following topics: 
 

• Religious Experience 
• Mind & Body 
• A study of a key philosopher(s) and their views on the philosophy of religion 
• Medical Ethics 
• The Natural World & Morality 
• Equality in the modern world 

  



Unit 3: Developments 
 

This unit has been designed to build on the knowledge, understanding and skills 
developed in Unit 1: Foundations. 
Students must answer THREE questions from a choice of EIGHTEEN.  
 
Philosophy of Religion 
Candidates may answer with reference to any religious or non-religious stance, provided 
the material is relevant to the question. 
 
1. A study of philosophical arguments about the existence of God: 
• Religious experience — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses 
• Ontological — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses 
• Non-existence of God and critiques of religious belief. 
 
2. A study of selected problems in the philosophy of religion: 
• Beliefs about life after death: reincarnation; rebirth; resurrection; immortality of the soul 
• A study of religious language: analogy; language games; myth and symbol; verification 
and falsification debates. 
 
Ethics 
 
1 A study of ethical concepts: 
• Critiques of the relationship between religion and morality 
• Deontology, natural moral law, virtue ethics — key concepts, strengths and 
weaknesses. 
 
2 A study of selected problems in ethics: 
• Meaning and definition of ethical terms with reference to ‘is/ought’ and debates 
about ‘good’, emotivism 
• Objectivity, relativism, subjectivism 
• Justice, law and punishment. 
 
 

Unit 4: Implications 
 

Students must answer ONE question from a choice of NINE. Questions are based on an 
anthology published by Edexcel. The anthology consists of approximately 20 pages of 
excerpts from two or three well known texts. The exam board will then choose just one 
section (normally about three paragraphs) of the anthology from which you must base 
your response. In other words you must familiarise yourself with the entire anthology and 
its related themes to be fully prepared. 
 
At CCHS we will normally concentrate on the Philosophy of Religion section. Most of the 
studying for this will be through reading and discussion in class and wider reading around 
the issues at home. Below are the themes that will be explored: 
 
1. Philosophy of Religion 
• Religious language 
• Religious experience 
• Emergence of modern philosophy of religion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
AS Sample Questions: 



 
A2 Sample Questions: 
 
 

 



A2 Sample Paper for Unit 4 Implications (based on the anthology given by Edexcel):  


